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(380) Mare Island Strait, at the mouth of the Napa River, is between the mainland and Mare Island. Vallejo is on the E side of the strait and the Mare Island Naval Shipyard is on the W side, about 2 miles above the S entrance. The project depth for the Mare Island Strait Channel, from the entrance to the first bridge (Vallejo-Mare Island Causeway Bridge), about 2.9 miles above the entrance, is 30 feet, except for 26 feet at the N end. (See Notice to Mariners and latest editions of charts for controlling depths.) In the 0.6–mile section between the first and second bridges, shoal spots limit the controlling depth to about 13 feet. With local knowledge and use of the chart, drafts of 20 feet can be taken to the second bridge. 

(381) Notice.–Ships destined for Mare Island U.S. Naval Shipyard should await arrival of the Navy pilot at Carquinez Strait. The waters around Mare Island are included in a restricted area. (See 334.1100, chapter 2, for limits and regulations.) 

(382) A power cable crossing lower Mare Island Strait between Vallejo and Mare Island has a clearance of 206 feet. If the clearance between the masthead and the cable is less than 10 feet or if the clearance is not known, vessels shall not move under the cable without authority. 

(383) The entrance to Mare Island Strait is between two dikes. On the E side of the entrance, Dike No. 9 extends about 700 yards SW from the mainland and on the W side, Dike No. 14 extends about 500 yards SE from Mare Island; both dikes have submerged outer sections. Dike No. 9 is marked at the outer end by a light and Dike No. 14 is marked at the outer end by a lighted buoy. 

Coast Guard 

(384) Coast Guard Station Vallejo, about 2.5 miles above the entrance to Mare Island Strait just below the Vallejo-Mare Island causeway lift bridge, is on the E side of the strait. 

(385) Vallejo, on the E shore of Mare Island Strait, is the terminal of a railroad connecting interior N points. A large flour mill is prominent S of the railroad yard. The city of Vallejo supplies a large amount of fresh provisions to the naval shipyard and affords residences for employees and others attached there. It is also a distributing point for a considerable agricultural area in its vicinity. The shipyard, on the W side of Mare Island Strait, has drydocks and extensive facilities for repairing and building vessels of all sizes. A passenger ferry operates between Vallejo and San Francisco. 

(386) Two small-craft facilities are also on the E side of the Mare Island strait. (See the small-craft facilities tabulation on chart 18652 for services and supplies available.) 

(387) The Vallejo-Mare Island causeway and lift bridge connect Mare Island with the city of Vallejo near the N end of the Naval Shipyard. It has a lift span with a clearance of 100 feet up and 12 feet down. (See 117.1 through 117.59 and 117.169, chapter 2, for drawbridge regulations.) The bridge is equipped with radiotelephone. The bridgetender monitors VHF-FM channel 16 (156.80 MHz) and works on channel 13 

(156.65 MHz); voice call, Mare Island Causeway Bridge. Just above Sears Point, 1 mile above Vallejo, a fixed highway bridge with a clearance of 100 feet crosses the strait. A public fishing pier is close S of this bridge and extends about 350 yards from the E side of the strait. A Navy reserve fleet pier is on the W side of the strait between Vallejo-Mare Island causeway lift bridge and the fixed bridge just above Sears Point. If practical, approach the bridges only when running against the current. No passage should be attempted during the periods of peak flood or ebb current. 
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(388) Napa River, the continuation of Mare Island Strait above the naval shipyard, is used by barges and pleasure boats. Barge traffic on the river is in crushed rock, salt, and steel. A dredged channel leads from the Vallejo-Mare Island Causeway Bridge to a turning basin at Jacks Bend, thence to the head of navigation at the 3rd Street Bridge in Napa, 13 miles above the causeway bridge. In April 1999, the midchannel controlling depth was 8 feet from the Vallejo-Mare Island Causeway Bridge to Horseshoe Bend. A Federal project provides a depth of 10 feet from Horseshoe Bend to the upstream limit of the channel. (See Notice to Mariners and latest editions of charts for controlling depths.) Napa River is marked to Horseshoe Bend by lights and a daybeacon; above Horseshoe Bend, the river is marked by lights and daybeacons to the 3rd Street Bridge in Napa. A visible wreck, marked by a buoy, is on the E side of the channel just N of Slaughterhouse Point. In 2004, a submerged obstruction was reported in the channel E of Knight Island in about 38°08'16.5"N., 122°16'57.2"W. 

(389) The railroad bridge across Napa River at Brazos, about 6.8 miles above the Vallejo-Mare Island Causeway, has a vertical lift span with a clearance of 2 feet down and 97 feet up. (See 117.1 through 117.59 and 117.169, chapter 2, for drawbridge regulations.) The channel through the bridge crosses from one bank to the other causing a hazardous condition, particularly for downbound loaded barges, because the direction of  the ebb current is as much as 50° from the axis of the channel. 

(390) A fixed highway bridge with a clearance of 107 feet crosses the Napa River at Suscol, about 9.7 miles above the Vallejo-Mare Island Causeway. 

(391) Near Imola, 12 miles above Vallejo-Mare Island Causeway bridge, a fixed highway bridge crosses the river with a clearance of 60 feet. The three fixed bridges in Napa have a minimum width of 47 feet and a clearance of 3.7 feet. The minimum clearance of the power cables crossing the river below Napa is 125 feet, and in Napa, 40 feet. 

(392) A small-craft basin is on the W side of Napa River opposite Bull Island, 8 miles above the Vallejo-Mare Island Causeway, and several other small-craft facilities are elsewhere on the river. (See the small-craft facilities tabulation on chart 18652 for services and supplies available.) 
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(393) Six-mile-long Carquinez Strait connects San Pablo and Suisun Bays. For the first 3.5 miles it is a little less than 0.5 mile wide, and then widens to about 1 mile. It is deep throughout with the exception of a small stretch of flats on the N shore, and a small shoal area in the bight on the S shore near the E end. In October 2003, shoaling to 10.5 feet was in the NW corner of Naval Anchorage No. 21. 

Anchorages 

(394) General anchorages are in Carquinez Strait. (See 

110.1 and 110.224, chapter 2, for limits and regulations.) 

Caution 

(395) In October 1991, tidal currents in Carquinez Strait were reported to deviate significantly from official predictions published by the National Ocean Service. Mariners should exercise caution and discretion in the use of published tidal current predictions. 

